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drastic shifts in his iconography. The artist hints at the story with his titles,
but leaves it to us, the viewer, to fill in the connective tissues and bones.
There is a feeling that we are in the land shared by the lItalian painter
Giorgio de Chirico.

Emilio Merlina - Italy - painter, photographer

There is a direct connection with the photographs that Emilio Merlina ex-
hibited in 2012 and the paintings that he is exhibiting now. There is the
same limited palate and the illusive forms that may be human or not.
His landscapes remind us of those by Yves Tanguy'’s surrealist paintings.
However, Emilio’'s imagery is of today and tomorrow.

Edouard Mortec - France - photographer

Edouard’s photographs seem at first to be black and white images, but
there are subtle colors of warm and cold gray, then if you didn’t notice
them at first he artfully infuses each with just a spot of color, yellow or red.
These immediately bring to mind his fellow French painter, Camille Jean-
Baptiste Corot. Edouard’s images are landscapes and cityscapes filled
with crowds and as opposed to Corot’s nineteenth century sensibility with
only a few people in each painting.

Andreas Oetker-Kast - Germany - photographer

Andreas continues his exploration as to just what “Heimat” home is and
what it means to us. These photographs, in which there are no humans
or animals, give us pause to contemplate these spaces devoid of man or
beast. In our imaginations we can populate them however we wish.

Gega Paksashvili - Georgia - painter, mixed media

Gega Paksashvili is an artist who excels in any art form that he produces.
We are fortunate to see one of his “art” books, which extend our precon-
ception of what “art books” are. His books are so tactual, that they beg us
to handle them. It is by handling and turning the pages that he leads us
on a journey of the movement of “Bolero”. We hope that this installation
will bring you as close to having his book in your hands as we can devise.

Maka Razmadze - Georgia — painter, photographer

We know that our eyes are the windows into our souls. Maka Razmadze
presents windows that reflect back our souls to us. What or who is be-
yond these windows. Are there families, lovers, individuals or just empty
rooms waiting to be filled? She has set for us a dilemma to which we
make our own assumptions.

Michael St. Amand - USA - painter, mixed media

Michael again astonishes us with his unique imagery and explosive color
combinations. For those of us who have followed his works exhibited in
Punctum Contra Punctum 2012, to his recent solo exhibition at the Thbilisi
History Museum and its second venue in the Signagi Museum, we will
be prepared for this next phase of his work. Those new to his art will be
in for a mind expanding experience of color, shape and iconography of
Michael's own devising.

First time participants
Grimanesa Amoros - Peru - interdisciplinary artist

Grimanesa is internationally known for her installations, videos and per-
formance pieces. Her work is conceived in the most current vernacular,
but is grounded in the history and landscape of Peru. Her images of her-
self and her country combined with a commissioned score embraces us
in her own universe.

Nicholas Berdysheff - Georgia — painter, multimedia

Nicholas is our youngest artist, but his concepts and vision are older than
his years. Nicholas will lead us all FAST FORWARD into the future of art
with perceptions and images.

Patricia Frida - Austria - photographer

Patricia is a world traveler and world photographer. Her photographs are
transformed into her own personal views. Dispensing with natural color
and unique relationships she invites us to use our creative minds and
enter into her worlds.

Antonio Guerrero - Cuba - painter

Antonio has created his world THE RED PLANET into which he invites
us to join him. The symbols he uses are an assembly of his journey from
Cuba to the USA, but CUBA is always foremost in his vision. We think of
the red planet as Mars, but Antonio’s Red Planet is right here on Earth.

Hollis Jeffcoat - USA - painter

To most people Hollis’ paintings may appear to be purely abstract, but,
as with most abstract artists, the corporeal world is their and Hollis’ inspi-
rations. The subtle use of color, shape and form set her work apart from
that which is just pure design. The domination of brush strokes keep us
seeing that paint is also her reality. Our reality joins with her when we let
her paintings envelope us.



Stephen Knapp - USA - lightpainting

Stephen has created a new art form with his lightpaintings. Unbelievably
there is only one light source for his “paintings”. How can so much color
and form emanate from one light and small pieces of glass? The tech-
nique becomes irrelevant when we are emerged in a work of art that is
purely colored light.

Rainer Lagemann - Germany - sculptor

Rainer Lagemann has a unique way of presenting the human form in
a technique and medium that he has created. The human body is pre-
sented in its actual size but in a way that releases it from the constraints
of gravity. The negative spaces are just as important as the positive ones.

We emulate his statement about his art by saying that in artificial or day-

light into darkness these forms continue to fascinate us.

Maria Fernanda Lairet - Venezuela - mixed media

The monetary currency of the world is Maria Fernanda Lariet’s medium.
Her installation pieces can be viewed as an abstract colorful arrange-
ment. However, upon close inspection you are drawn into a world that
exists only in terms of money. She makes us consider what this concept
of money is all about: the world’s acceptance that these printed pieces of
paper have a real value allowing us to use these pieces of paper to buy
and sell real objects rather bartering.

Steve Tobin - USA - sculptor

The imaginative mind of Steve Tobin is restless and all incomprehensive.
He produces works of art from clay, cast bronze, blown and poured glass,
ink on paper, recycled steel, and on and on. To present only two or three
of Steve's varied productions does not do justice to this Renaissance
man. However, it is his steel roots which embody his most profound state-
ments. They defy their solidness and weight, becoming as light and airy
as the drawings which accompany his sculpture. These are not studies
for sculpture, but ideas that stand on their own. When his steel roots are
installed outside the play of natural light from dawn to high noon and on
to the light of the moon is an extraordinary experience. Whatever the illu-
mination the light does not seem to reflect off the sculpture, but emanates
from inside.

Guram Tsibakhasvili - Georgia - photographer

Photographs as we knew them in the past still exist, but Guram Tsibakhas-
vili uses the new medium of photography to take us on a journey of the
memory a “water memory” from which all of us emerge at birth. Our mem-
ory of floating in the liquid of the womb is forever with us, whether we
remember of not. Guram takes us back to our primal fluid, but makes it
extend out into the universe.

These ten additional artists will complement and at the same time play
against the artists from 2012. Even those who did not experience the
2012 exhibition will find excitement in this juxtaposition. Photography has
reached a whole new sphere of expression from the days of acetate film,
developing and printing in a dark room. Manipulation of the image is rife,
giving the artist free reign to explore his/her own view beyond what the
camera actually records. The seven photographers in this year's exhibi-
tion show us what different results can be obtained through the new pho-
tographic medium which allows the artists’ concepts to be fully realized.

My purpose is to present each artist in the exhibition so that each will be
displayed in order to experience their individuality and their connected-
ness to each other as well. From existing art new art is created. No artist
creates in a vacuum. Even unwittingly all art builds on the art of the past
- even that which is created today - especially now, because everyone is
exposed to the world at large; all art is available to be seen by the very
young and the very old. Today it is almost impossible not to see aspects
in each artist's work that “reminds” us of other artists. My aim is to install
each artist’s works in a way that you will be able to view them not only in
isolation, but also in relationship to the other participating artists and to
the global ART WORLD.

Mission Statement

PUNCTUM CONTRA PUNCTUM'’s mission is to reveal the main focus of
cultural exchange and one-to-people connections through artistic cre-
ativity. Culture has a unique identity which is determined by its traditions.
At the same time, culture expresses the diverse ways that people living
in different parts of the world categorize, represent their experiences,
and work creatively. It makes one nation’s artistic language understand-
able for the others. Globalization provides the opportunity for all national
cultures to share a world-wide system of values. PUNCTUM CONTRA
PUNCTUM's goal is to harmonize cultural diversity through the use of
artistic inspiration.

Richard L. Tooke, MFA
Curator
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